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Protect Your Pet from
Harmful Cyanohacteria Blooms

Cyanobacteria and dogs

- Harmful cyanobacteria blooms, or blue-green algae,
can form in freshwater ponds, lakes, and rivers
during warm, nutrient-rich conditions

« These blooms can produce toxins that
can be lethal to dogs if ingested

« There are no specific antidotes for cyanotoxins,
but dogs have survived exposures with intensive
supportive care

Preventing exposure

« Keep your dog out of suspicious water, don’t let them
eat washed up scum or algal mats, and always rinse
them off with clean water after swimming

- Cyanobacteria blooms can look like green paint,
pea soup, floating or submerged mats, small particles
in the water, or a scum line on the shore

- These blooms are often blue or green,
or sometimes brown, red, or white

« Watch for posted water quality warnings

« The Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC)
monitors over 140 ponds on the Cape for cyanobacteria

Check your pond’s status on the APCC cyano map. Note that blooms can form quickly,

and many ponds are not monitored, so WHEN IN DOUBT, STAY OUT!

If you think your dog has been exposed

Immediately bring your dog to an emergency vet if they develop 24/7 Emergency Vet Care

any of the following symptoms after swimming: . Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists

- Lethargy, weakness « Stumbling, collapse Buzzards Bay — 508-759-5125
- Loss of appetite - Difficulty breathing Open 24/7
. Vomiting, diarrhea, « Muscle rigidity and paralysis » Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists
excessive drooling - Muscle tremors and seizures Dennis — 508-398-7575
or foaming at the mouth Open 2pm Friday—10pm Monday (24 hours)
;'._'.""'r 5 LEARN MORE 2pm-10pm Tuesday-Thursdays

- Pale or yellow gums
y 9 Mass.gov
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« Blood in urine or stool
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