
DO YOUR PART
Report blooms to APCC or your 

 local health department if you spot them.
Document the name of the pond,  

the date, time, location, and include photos.
Email to cyano@apcc.org

OTHER WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
•	 Consider joining your local pond group 

or forming one if none exists
•	 You can help prevent cyanobacteria blooms

•	 Avoid fertilizer and pesticide  
use on your property

•	 Redirect stormwater away from  
ponds and natural waterways

•	 Plant native vegetation along  
shorelines to filter runoff

•	 Always pick up pet waste

LEARN MORE
Mass.gov: 
Harmful algae blooms  
in freshwater bodies

Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine: 
Blue-green algae poisoning

What are Harmful Cyanobacteria Blooms, 
why they’re dangerous for dogs,  

and how to spot them

HARMFUL CYANOBACTERIA BLOOMS: 

WHAT DOG OWNERS 
NEED TO KNOW

WHAT ARE HARMFUL 
CYANOBACTERIA BLOOMS?
•	 Cyanobacteria blooms occur in ponds, lakes, and 

rivers when warm, nutrient-rich conditions promote 
rapid growth of naturally occurring cyanobacteria, 
also known as blue-green algae

•	 Some cyanobacteria produce toxins (cyanotoxins) 
that can harm people and animals

•	 Harmful cyanobacteria blooms are happening 
more frequently and lasting longer due to warming 
temperatures and increased nutrient runoff from 
fertilizers and septic systems

WHAT DO CYANOBACTERIA 
BLOOMS LOOK LIKE?
•	 Cyanobacteria blooms can look like spilled paint, 

pea soup, streaky lines, floating or submerged 
clumps, small particles in the water,  
or a scum line on the shore

•	 These blooms are often blue or green,  
or sometimes brown, red, or white

SUBMERGED CLUMPS

PEA SOUP SPILLED PAINT STREAKY LINES

FLOATING SCUM OR CLUMPS SCUM LINE ON SHORE

SUSPENDED PARTICLES

The Association to Preserve Cape Cod 
was founded in 1968 with the mission 
to preserve, protect and enhance the 
natural resources of Cape Cod. 

Learn more at APCC.org.

APCC is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer

The Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution is dedicated to advancing 
knowledge of the ocean and its 
connection with the Earth system through 
a sustained commitment to excellence in 
science, engineering, and education, and 
to the application of this knowledge to 
problems facing society.

Funding support was provided by the Woods Hole Center for Oceans and Human 
Health through grants from the National Science Foundation (2418297) and the  
National Institutes of Health (2P01ES028938-06).



IF YOU THINK YOUR DOG 
HAS BEEN EXPOSED
•	 Immediately remove them from the water
•	 Do not let them lick their fur
•	 Rinse them off with clean water,  

wearing gloves to protect yourself
•	 Call a vet or pet poison hotline

Immediately bring your dog to an 
emergency vet if they show any of 
the following symptoms:
•	 Lethargy, weakness
•	 Loss of appetite
•	 Vomiting, diarrhea, excessive drooling 

or foaming at the mouth
•	 Pale or yellow gums
•	 Blood or urine in stool
•	 Stumbling, collapse
•	 Difficulty breathing
•	 Muscle rigidity and paralysis
•	 Muscle tremors and seizures

Sources: Cornell University - Riley Canine Health Center, 

CDC, VCA Animal Hospitals

24/7 Emergency Vet Care
•	 Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists 

Buzzards Bay – 508-759-5125 
Open 24/7

•	 Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists 
Dennis – 508-398-7575 
Open 2pm Friday-10pm Monday (24 hours) 
2pm-10pm Tuesday-Thursdays

•	 Some local veterinary hospitals provide  
emergency or urgent care during  
business hours (be sure to call first)

Poison Hotlines
•	 Pet Poison Helpline 

855-764-7661 *$89 fee applies*
•	 ASPCA Poison Control 

888-426-4435 *$95 fee applies*

PREVENTING EXPOSURE
•	 The best way to ensure your pet’s safety is 

to prevent them from swimming in or near 
cyanobacteria blooms

•	 Watch for posted water quality warnings
•	 The Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) 

partners with local health departments and pond 
groups to monitor over 140 ponds on the Cape 
for cyanobacteria 

Check a pond’s status on the 
APCC map via this QR code. 
However, blooms can form quickly, 
and many ponds are not monitored

When in doubt, stay out! 
If the water looks iffy, don’t let your dog wade, 
swim, or eat washed up scum or algal mats
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RISKS TO DOGS
•	 Cyanotoxins can be lethal to dogs if ingested
•	 This can happen when dogs swim in ponds  

with harmful cyanobacteria blooms and drink  
the water, eat algal scum or mats, or lick their  
fur after swimming

•	 In some cases, dogs have died less than 
an hour after exposure

•	 There are no specific antidotes for cyanotoxins, 
but dogs have survived exposures with intensive 
supportive care

Preventing Exposure is Key

WILDLIFE AND CYANOBACTERIA
Cyanotoxins can also harm wild animals—if you 
encounter a wild animal in distress or behaving 
strangely, call your local animal control office  
or one of the following wildlife rehabilitation 
centers:
•	 Cape Wildlife Center | Barnstable 

Wildlife hotline | 508-362-0111  
After hours (emergency only) | 617-835-6845

•	 Wild Care | Eastham 
Business hours | 508-240-2255


