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APCC Calls on Governor to Reconsider Joint Base Cape Cod Uses

Following the recent leak of classified documents from an accused Massachusetts Air Guard member that resulted in the Air Force terminating the 102nd Intelligence Wing’s mission at Joint Base Cape Cod, the Association to Preserve Cape Cod has called on the Healey-Driscoll administration to reconsider the optimal uses for the military base.
In a letter to Governor Maura Healey and Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, APCC’s executive director, Andrew Gottlieb, urged the administration to conduct an evaluation to determine the best use of the 20,000-acre property, which the state owns, and to revisit the base lease extension agreement former Governor Charlie Baker made with the military in the final weeks of his administration that lacked a public review process.

The letter to Healey and Driscoll proposes that “the rethinking of the use of JBCC provides a generational opportunity to solve some of the Cape’s most difficult economic and environmental challenges. The Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) respectfully requests your Administration to formally evaluate retaining remaining essential JBCC functions such as the Coast Guard while utilizing the underdeveloped, already disturbed areas of the base to develop much-needed housing to help address the Cape’s lack of affordable housing. That action should be paired with strengthening the current faux protections of the Upper Cape Water Supply Reserve on the northern 15,000 acres with a permanent conservation restriction.”

APCC’s recommendation suggested the already disturbed, underdeveloped, and underutilized portions of the southern section of the base could be used to increase the number of regional housing units to help alleviate the Cape’s housing shortage and as a measure to support and enhance the local business climate. As the landowner, the state would have control in preserving the affordability of new rental and ownership units. 

Use of the base and its existing resources provides an opportunity for housing development to become “a vibrant carbon neutral community with heating and cooling provided by redevelopment of the wastewater treatment plant at the base to include anaerobic digestion and power provided by renewable energy” that could be “the single most transformative step that can be taken to address the housing needs of the region with minimal environmental impact and a positive net effect on the climate,” according to APCC’s letter. 
APCC also asserted that reexamining the uses at the base presents a timely opportunity to replace the current limited protection of the northern 15,000 acres that comprise the Upper Cape Water Supply Reserve with permanent and broader protections. The reserve is the source of drinking water for five Cape Cod towns and is the largest remaining contiguous forested area on the Cape outside of the National Seashore. 
Planned activities on the reserve include the proposed multipurpose machine gun range, which would require clearcutting 170 acres of forest on the water supply reserve. The project has generated considerable public opposition, prompting concerns about threats to water quality, rare species habitat, and regional carbon sequestration efforts to help mitigate climate change. 

“APCC realizes that what we are proposing here reflects a major undertaking that challenges some of the accepted norms governing Cape Cod. That said, the climate, water, and housing challenges we face require transformational thinking. We are simply not going to solve these existential problems without being willing to challenge and alter the status quo,” the letter stated.
Established in 1968, the Association to Preserve Cape Cod is the Cape region’s leading nonprofit environmental organization, working for the adoption of laws, policies and programs that protect and enhance the Cape’s natural resources and quality of life.
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