July 5, 2022

Senate Committee on Ways and Means
24 Beacon St. Room 212
Boston, MA 02133

Chair Rodrigues, Vice Chair Friedman, and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of the 55 undersigned organizations, we write in support of S.530, An Act relative
to maintaining adequate water supplies through effective drought management, and urge the
committee to report the bill out favorably.

Most of the state is currently in a drought. On June 15th, Energy and Environmental Affairs
(EEA) declared a Significant Drought in the Northeast and Southeast Regions, and a Mild
Drought in the Connecticut River Valley, Central, and Islands Regions.*

Massachusetts has been dealing with persistent drought for years. In 2016, we experienced
extreme drought conditions statewide, causing $18 million in crop damages to local farmers, and
six communities to declare water supply emergencies.? In 2020 those conditions returned, rolling
into 2021. Scientists at EPA, USGS, and NOAA predict that droughts in Massachusetts will
become more frequent and more severe due to climate change?, so the state must scale up our
drought management to meet the planet’s needs.

Under current regulations, the Governor can require water conservation only during a drought
emergency, at which point the state would be experiencing crop failure, increased fire danger,
loss of aquatic life, and threats to the water supply. It is far more prudent to conserve water in the
early stages of drought to prevent such emergencies from occurring.

Right now, each city or town implements its own water conservation measures. Some towns
impose total watering bans while others (often drawing from the same stressed water source) do
nothing. This results in an ineffective and inequitable patchwork of policies with limited relief
for rivers.

S.530 will give EEA the authority to require uniform water conservation measures during a
declared drought, ensuring that Massachusetts handles drought more responsibly. Limiting
nonessential outdoor watering is a cost-effective first line of defense against drought with nearly
no impact on homeowners, and no additional cost to the state. Essential water use, including all
indoor water use, agriculture and golf courses, is exempt from these restrictions. The proposed
water conservation measures were created by a team of state and federal experts, and are laid out
in the state’s 2019 Drought Management Plan.* Passing S.530 will put this expertise into action,
allowing the state to require a gradual escalation of uniform outdoor watering restrictions during
drought.

Massachusetts has been a leader on climate mitigation and adaptation. This legislation is an
opportunity to increase our climate readiness by scaling up our drought response and water
conservation efforts to ensure water supply for our communities and ecosystems.


https://www.mass.gov/info-details/drought-status
https://www.mass.gov/doc/presentation-a-retrospective-analysis-of-the-2016-2017-drought-in-massachusetts/download
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-09/documents/climate-change-ma.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-drought-management-plan/download

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me (katharinelange(@massriversalliance.org)
with any questions or if there is any additional information we may provide.

Sincerely,

Katharine Lange
Massachusetts Rivers Alliance

Don Keeran
Association to Preserve Cape Cod

Adam Sacks
Biodiversity for a Livable Climate

Jacqueline Royce
Boston Green Action

Frederic B. Jennings Jr., Ph.D.
Center for Ecological Economic and Ethical
Education

Laura Jasinski
Charles River Conservancy

Heather Miller
Charles River Watershed Association

Keith Davies
Chicopee 4 Rivers

Andrew Fisk
Connecticut River Conservancy

Benjamin Hicks
Conservation Candy

Casey Bowers
Environmental League of Massachusetts

Kate Bowditch
Essex County Greenbelt Association

Aimee Petras
Farmington River Watershed Association

Rick Bishop
Friends of Bass River

Eric Grunebaum
Friends of Jerry’s Pond

Benjamin Cote
Friends of the Ten Mile and Bucklin Brook

Karen Buck
Friends of the Malden River

Rui Coelho
Greater Boston Chapter Trout Unlimited

Heather McMann
Groundwork Lawrence

Arianna Collins
Hoosic River Watershed Association

Alison Dixon
Housatonic Valley Association

Wayne Castonguay
Ipswich River Watershed Association

Pine Dubois
Jones River Watershed Association

Carolyn Lee
League of Women Voters Massachusetts

Jane Calvin
Lowell Parks and Conservation Trust

Kathleen Vandiver
Malden River Works

Dorothy McGlincy
Massachusetts Association of Conservation
Commissions

E. Heidi Ricci
Mass Audubon
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Robb Johnson
Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition

John Macone
Merrimack River Watershed Council

Ed Himlan
Massachusetts Watershed Coalition

Ivan Ussach
Millers River Watershed Council

Caroline Reeves
Muddy Water Initiative

Patrick Herron
Mystic River Watershed Association

Martha Morgan
Nashua River Watershed Association

Kerry Snyder
Neponset River Watershed Association

Samantha Woods
North and South Rivers Watershed
Association

Martin Dagoberto-Driggs
Northeast Organic Farming Association
Massachusetts Chapter

Alison Field-Juma
OARS

Rob Moir, PhD
Ocean River Institute

George Comiskey
Parker River Clean Water Association

Gary Metras
Pioneer Valley of Trout Unlimited

Peter Severance
River Merrimack

Kate McPherson
Save the Bay

Deb Pasternak
Sierra Club Massachusetts Chapter

Whitney Beals
Southborough Open Land Foundation

David Meshoulam
Speak for the Trees Boston

Anne Slugg

Sudbury, Assabet and Concord Wild &
Scenic River Stewardship

Council

Lisa Vernegaard
Sudbury Valley Trustees

Steve Silva
Taunton River Watershed Alliance

Emily Myron
The Nature Conservancy in Massachusetts

Wendy Garpow
Watershed Action Alliance of Southeastern
MA

Lexi Dewey
Water Supply Citizens Advisory Committee

Brian Conz
Westfield River Watershed Association

Deborah Weaver
Westport River Watershed Alliance



